574                                LOTH AIR.

Catesby consulted Lord St. Jerome on the subject, took the
adroit but insidious form of congratulating him on the
entire and unexpected fulfilment of his purpose. * Are we
not fortunate ? ' exclaimed her Ladyship, looking up
brightly in his face, and gently pressing one of his arms.

* Exactly everything your Lordship required,' echoed
Monsignore Catcsby, congratulating him by pressing the
other.

The Cardinal said to Lord St. Jerome in the course of
the morning, in an easy way, and as if ho were not think-
ing too much of the matter, i So you have got out of all
your difficulties.'

Lord St. Jerome was not entirely satisfied, but he thought
he had done a great deal, and, to say the truth, the effort
for him had not been inconsiderable ; and so the result was
that Lothair, accompanied by Monsignore Catesby and
Father Coleman, travelled by easy stages, and chiefly on
horseback, through a delicious and romantic country, which
alone did Lothair a great deal of good, to the coast; crossed
the straits on a serene afternoon, visited Messina and
Palermo, and finally settled at their point of destination,
the Villa Catalano.

Nothing could be more satisfactory than tin Monsignore's
bulletin, announcing to his friends at Rome their ultimate
arrangements. Three weeks' travel, air, horse exercise, the
inspiration of the landscape and the clime, had wonderfully
restored Lothair, and they might entirely count on his pass-
ing Holy Week at Rome, when all they had hoped and
prayed for would, by the blessing of the Holy Virgin, IK?
accomplished.